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BROCK FALKENBERG: 

Welcome to the Lake County Office of Education’s annual University Admit Reception. My name is Brock 

Falkenberg. I am the Lake County Superintendent of Schools. It is an honor to be able to host this event, 

each and every year. And I do not want to let COVID-19 stop us this year.  

I know this is not the way that any of us envisioned the end of your senior year of high school. My son is 

a senior at a local high school and I am heartbroken for the loss that our senior class is experiencing. We 

are living in a world that five months ago would have been impossible for any of us to imagine. 

Do not let Shelter in Place requirements that are impacting the traditional senior year activities take 

away from your accomplishments over the last 13 years.  

Admission to a four-year university is not easy. It takes effort and perseverance. The kind of effort and 

perseverance required to work through the COVID-19 moment in history. We are counting on each of 

you to continue moving forward and not to let the momentum slow. 

I want to assure you that there is support and demand for you to take this next step. We are all here 

beside you, including the people I wish to thank right now. 

Parents, thank you for setting high expectations and encouraging your students to step up and take this 

next step forward. 

Lake County teachers and educators, thank you for preparing these students for success. 

School staff, for your work to support the smooth operations of schools, enhancing student outcomes, 

thank you. 

If you are a student online today, you should know, we are all proud of you. As the Lake County 

Superintendent of Schools I am already aware that you are among the top students in this country. It is 

up to you to go out and remind the world that Lake County students are among the best and brightest. 

I wish success to all of you. 

I would like to introduce our student speaker. She is currently out there showing the world what Lake 

County students are all about. And the resiliency factor that they bring to each equation. 

Rebecca Harper, is a 2019 graduate of Upper Lake High School and is currently an honor roll student at 

Oklahoma State University. 

REBECCA HARPER: 

Hey y’all. My name is Rebecca Harper, and last year I was exactly where you are. Y’all are in such a 

unique situation this year as high school seniors, soon-to-be college freshman. Congratulations on all 

that you have achieved and all that you have set out to achieve. 

My goal today is to share some of my experiences from my time at Oklahoma State thus far. As well, as 

providing you with tips for your first year, that will hopefully help you guys make the most out of the 

current situation that you are in. 
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Choosing to move almost 2,000 miles away to attend OSU was a difficult decision. But it has also been 

the best decision I have ever made. I have grown so much academically, socially, and as a professional. 

This leads me to my first tip. 

Take risks! If you don’t take risks, you’ll never know about all the opportunities that you miss out on. By 

putting yourself out there, you show courage and confidence to your employers and your professors. 

Trust me. At the end of your college career, you would much rather look back thinking, “Wow, I did 

that!” versus “Wow, I really wish I would have done that.” 

My next tip might sound a little strange but it will make sense. Be selfish! The next four to six years is all 

about you and your future. If you want to change majors, do it! It you want to exchange to a new 

university, do it! Take advantage of all of the resources at your hands. Take advantage of all of the 

scholarships. Take advantage of all of your professor’s time. As a student there’s a tendency to feel like a 

nuisance. Just remember, that you are the priority. This is your education.  

So far, my time at Oklahoma State has been full of adventure, blossoming friendship and opportunity. I 

have met so many amazing people. I have had so much fun. And I have watched as doors open for me.  

Which leads me to my final tip. Enjoy this time. Go to the tailgates. Go to the football games. Go out 

with your friends. Hey, stay out late! Go to Homecoming. Just go to the events. Just go. 

Studying is important and you’ll spend so much time in the library studying, but college is much more 

than just assignments and exams. So enjoy this time. Enjoy every moment of it, because it will fly by.  

For those of you who may be spending your first semester online, take this as an opportunity to be even 

more prepared than you would have been for your in-person college experience. Spend time as a kid 

with your family. Because after this, life will never be the same for you. This is hard and distance 

learning is not the same as in-person classes. Right now your colleges and employers are observing and 

noting students that exhibit strength and can still be successful despite these trying circumstances.  

I wish you all the best. Now go out and make our community and your families proud.  

Go Pokes! 

BROCK FALKENBERG: 

Thank you, Rebecca.  

One very important aspect of life is developing and fostering positive relationships and partnerships. At 

the Lake County Office of Education, we are very excited about partnership with the Redwood Credit 

Union. They have donated two $500 scholarships to be raffled off to our college-bound students this 

evening.  

MATT MARTIN: 

My name is Matt Martin. I get to be the Senior Vice President of Community and Government Relations 

at Redwood Credit Union.  

And thank you for including RCU in the Lake County Office of Education University Advancement 

celebration. And a huge congratulation to every single student out there and their family for getting to 

this very important milestone. Though I know this is not how you imagined it would be. I know in your 
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minds you were dreaming about that moment when you walk across that stage, get that diploma, get 

that handshake, and at the end of that ceremony throw your cap up in the air.  

And I’m really sorry that it’s not that way for you. However, you are our community’s and our global 

village’s pandemic class. You have been called to this moment, in our history. You have been chosen. 

And we are united behind you. So lean in. Lean in and go forward. Because I know as you’re crossing 

that bridge from this place, where you are, to your college or to your university, you may be asking 

yourself, “Man, what is my future going to look like?” But just know and trust that every beginning out 

there in life, every single beginning out there in life, is always a little scary. And I know this one is a little 

scary right now, but you are going to get through it. And you’re going to be fantastic. And all the while, I 

want you to know and trust that we are commending you for all the hard work that you have put into 

this moment, for where you are right now. We are so proud of you for everything you’ve done. And we 

support you. And are going to support you, today and tomorrow as you move forward.  

So we are behind you. We are in this together. As a community, and as Redwood Credit Union, and as a 

token of that togetherness, Redwood Credit Union has put up two $500 scholarships that two of you as 

students are going to receive through a raffle that’s going to be chosen here in a little bit.  

With all that being said, the most important investment is that your community cares about you. And 

we are there for you. So, go forward. Don’t go back. You’ve got this. You can make this happen. And 

always know that again we are proud of you. We care about you. And we’re in this together. 

Thank you. Congratulations. And take care. 

BROCK FALKENBERG: 

Thank you Redwood Credit Union for your support and collaboration at this event. It is now time to 

move on to the scholarship portion of the evening. 

We have two scholarships. Each worth $500, being provided by Redwood Credit Union tonight.  

And I want you to know my son’s name is not in here. I just told you he is a senior in high school, so…. he 

is not a winner here. But those who do receive a scholarship, will receive an email tomorrow confirming 

the specifics behind it.  

So, I’m going to pull two names.  

And let’s see who our winners are today. 

First of all, we have, from Kelseyville High School, attending California State University at Sacramento, 

with a major in criminal justice, Melanie Guerrero Rodriguez.  

Our second recipient, currently attends Clear Lake High School, she will be attending Sonoma State 

University, as a marine biology major, Hailey Glass. 

So again, thank you. I am honored and pleased to present this University Admit Reception. Good luck to 

each and every one of you. And we look forward to your continued success. 

MUSIC: 


